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“Statistics like these are what motivated the ertuglifiozin
team to find a novel compound that could help patients
better manage their diabetes,” said Vincent Mascitt,
‘Senior Director, Medicinal Chemistry, and member of the
ertugifiozin discovery team. *I also have relatives living
with the disease, and | have seen first-hand how it can
progress over time. | wanted to help patients by working
on the development of a new treatment option.”

In 2007, available oral medicines to help patients durably
control blood sugar caried risk of side effects such as
weight gain or hypoglycemia. The inhibition of a protein
called sodium-glucose co-transporter 2 (SGLT-2)
showed promise in its potential to help control blood
sugar without these side effects while also
demonstrating additional potential benefits. Vincent and
his team took on the challenge of finding a novel SGLT-2
inhibitor and, six months later, had designed and
synthesized the oral investigational drug ertuglifiozin
(PF-04971729)

“This was a rapid discovery — subsequently it was only
also six months from first synthesis to candidate
selection,” Vincent said. “This process typically takes
around 20 months, but our multidisciplinary team felt a
great sense of urgency to identify a compound to help
treat Type 2 diabetes and potentially address these
unmet needs *

On June 12, in collaboration with Merck, Pfizer will
present results from two Phase 3 ertuglifiozin studies at
the American Diabetes Association'’s 76th Scientific
Sessions. Follow the team on twitter @pfizer for live
updates from the conference.
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